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FULL ACCREDITATION PUTS
UM BUSINESS SCHOOL IN ELITE GROUP

MISSOULA—
The University of Montana School of Business Administration received
word on Friday that its two-year-long bid for full accreditation has been
successful.

The announcement that all the school's programs are now accredited

by the American Assembly of Collegiate Schools of Business (AACSB) was made
jointly Monday by UM President Neil Bucklew and Dean of the School of Business
Administration Paul Blomgren.
"I am extremely pleased," said Bucklew.

"This review has been long and

arduous, but we got the result we hoped for, the result we believed that we
deserved.

The School of Business Administration is a very fine school and the

action of the AACSB formally recognizes this."
UM's business school becomes one of only 182 in the country and the only
school in Montana accredited at both the undergraduate and master's levels.
"We have joined an elite group of perhaps half a dozen schools in the
Northwest with similar accreditation," said Bucklew.
"Full accreditation will be a real boost for the school," said Blomgren.
"It will be easier to recruit top faculty members since they can be assured
of joining a quality program, and our students will have an edge in the job
market."
Blomgren pointed out that in the current recession many firms are limiting
their recruiting to accredited schools.
The undergraduate business program at the University has been accredited
since 1949 and until 1981 was the only accredited undergraduate program in
(over)

Business School--add one

Montana.

A master's in business administration (MBA)

was first offered

in the mid-'60s but the University chose not to seek accreditation until the
program was firmly established.
In 1976, however, the AACSB adopted a policy under which entire schools,
not programs, would be accredited.

UM was given five years to meet accreditation

standards for its master's degree programs, and in December 1980 an AACSB
accreditation team visited the campus.
The review was generally favorable, but the team identified what it felt
were some remaining problems in the MBA program.
"There was a list of items," said Blomgren, "but they boiled down to two
things really -- funding and the size of the faculty staffing the AFIT-MBA
program at Malmstrom Air Force Base in Great Falls."
Despite these problems the 1980 review committee felt UM's programs were
very close to meeting accreditation standards.

Impressed by a widespread

commitment to the business school on the part of the UM administration, the
faculty, the Board of Regents, and, perhaps most importantly, the Montana
Legislature, the committee deferred a decision on accreditation for one year.
When a second review was conducted this past February, the problems found
earlier had been solved.
"The Legislature improved our budget situation, for which we thank them,"
said Blomgren.
Improved funding enabled the school to hire four new faculty members, all
with doctoral degrees.

This in turn enabled the University to meet the AACSB's

requirement that 50 percent of all undergraduate credit hours and 75 percent
of all graduate credit hours be taught by faculty with doctorates.
Meeting the graduate requirement has benefited undergraduates too,
explained Blomgren.

Since all business school faculty members teach both

graduate and undergraduate classes, undergraduates can expect to take a higher
(more)
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percentage of their courses from faculty members with doctorates than they
would in an accredited school offering only an undergraduate program.
Bucklew pointed with special pride to the redesign of the AFIT-MBA that
not only met the objections of the first review committee but was singled out
for special commendation in the second review.
Each quarter, including summer, a member of the business faculty from
Missoula will teach in the Great Falls program while a faculty member from
that program will teach at UM.

The AFIT-MBA program's faculty will benefit

from contact with the faculty in Missoula and from access to the greater
library resources of the University.

Students in Great Falls will learn

from an effectively larger faculty.
"I'm pleased that this innovative and non-traditional program was not
only accredited but commended," said Bucklew.

"This speaks well to our ability

to extend the University's graduate programs in business administration to
other areas of the state."
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